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STAN’S SOAPBOX 


Hi, Heroes! 

Okay! Okay! You-can-stop withthe 
letters and phone-calis-now! haven't 
been fired — and-teast nat yet! There's a 
simple reason why-you've seen other 
columns’in place of the of Soapboxin 
our mags-three out of-four-weeks-a 
month, I's because we're‘now publish< 
ing about-& hundred titles each month, 
and it-Seemed like a good idea to’ frave 
different Bullpen Bulletins Pages every 
single week, allowing various editors to 
Wax eloquent in this space, So that those 
of you who buy a whole kaboodle/of 
Marvels each month won't’ have to read) 
the same yakking of Very B.B. page! 
So, think of the fun’you'll have never 
knowing whose ¢ofurhn you'll find when 
ever you buy a mighty Marvel mag! Of 
course, you can't win ‘em all — some- 
times you'll end up with mine! 

By the way, here's a hot tip for ypu. 
There's a new/paperback series pub- 
lished by Rog Science Fiction (a division 
of Penguin Publishing Co.) entitled Stan 
Lee’s Riftworld on which | collaborated 
with the well-known best-selling sci- 
ence-fiction author Bill McKay. The first 
title, rossover, shold be going on sale 
about 'now. It stars’ the staff of a comic- 
book company (scurid familiar?) which 
gets involved in an alien invasion from 
outside the riftibetwelen dimensions! It's 
wild, séary\ and funny + and it must be: 
grabber because We've already had. 
iduities\regarding the TV/ and/metiof: 
picture Hights! And, naturally itS“almost 
“certain te \lead to\a Spegial Marvel 
‘omicbaok series in the nearfutare! 

SSo,if You Wanna get invat the start of. 
something new and exciting, latch-onto: 
2-copy of Aiftworld — Crossover—Itit's: 


not at your bookstore yet, pitch=e tent in- 


the:doorway and wait for it! And, while 
You're waiting, remember —-since 
mighty Marvel goes to the trouble-of 
publishing over a hundred titlesa. month, 
‘the Jeast’ you can do is buy as-manycas 
possiblel, | mean, hey, you don't want us 
A0think’Yobire Lngratetull 
Excelsior! 
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ere at Mighty/Marvel,we like-to:cet- 
£ ebrate independence Dayhe.old= 
| | fashioned way: with-sparklers,-fire- 
crackers, and those littie-peliets that you 
puta match to and they turn Into-ashy- 
shakes! Of course, our-characters are 
independent enough to celebrate the fan- 
tastic fourth of July in theirsown-style: 
Here's what our X-Patriots had to Say. 
John Romita Jr, of X-MEN fame,-sug= 
gests that Marveloids everywhere spend 
the holiday weekend “buying extra copies 
0f X-MEN, instead of buying dangerous 
‘explosives! 
[Explosives were also on\the mindS.6f, 
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Se\eral of our-other artists. CABLE pencil- 
er-Art Thibert suggested that "Cable 
would probably go-balistic and start a few 
fireworks of his own!” PUNISHER penciler 
Hugh-Haynes said-that “the Punisher 
\Would-probably be-watching the rockets’ 
ted-glare =. from his Stinger shoulder har- 
ness!” 

Even funny characters will have a 
blaston the fourth. Mark Evanier noted 
that-Grop.would. “probably shoot his foot 
off,” while REN AND STIMPY penciler 
‘Mike Kazalel'said America’s ugliest cat 
and:dog team “would set fire to the White 


House. That's pretty patriotic.” Evan 
Dorkin, the trainer of FIGHT-MAN, said his 
Pugilistic creation “would spend the day 
fighting: 

From-throwing punches we move to 
‘drinking-punch, as several of our heroes 
have partying on their minds. FANTASTIC 
FOUR penciler Paul Ryan said the FF 
“would have an open-air barbecue on the 
roof of their building. The top was blown 
‘off-during the Infinity War, and that's why 
it’s'an open-air barbecue!” 

CAGE penciler Scott Benefiel said that 
"Gage would invite all his friends to a 4th 
of July party; somebody wollld choke ona’ 

hot dog and die, and) just like 
every other murder, he/d get’ 
blamed for it\anid'spend the rest 
of the:time tryitig to clear/his 
name!" 

i FEUD creator \Mike Baron 
Said-thatthe characters fram 
‘that Sefies would have a special 
kind of party. "The Skids would 
celebrate Independence Day by 
‘raving a-barbecue where they 
make buffalo wings out of the 
Kites!" 

DEATHLOK scripter Greg 
Wright said his non-mutant 
‘cyborg: “would want to havea 
big’ picnic with his family, where 
they would/eat hot dogs and 
corn ’on/the cob; that's what he 
‘would /wart to do, but he can't, 
becalise he/can't eat food —he 
has to drink baby formulal” 

‘Tom Raney, artist on the 
ultra-hot/ new | WARLOCK 
CHRONICLES limited series, 
said Warlock would most likely 
sit this holiday out, {Judging by 

what he usually does,” Tom said, “he 

would probably be sleeping!” 

Finally we have AVENGERS WeST 
COAST pencilet Dave Ross, who chose to 
assert his own independence. As Bave 
put it, "Hey, I'm Canadian! We celebrate 
Victoria Day on the first (of July)!" When 
asked why his countrymen have a day 
honoring Queen Victoria, Dave noted, “It's 
‘mostly just an excuse to set off fireworks!" 

‘Sounds good to us — through we 
never need an excuse to set off an explo- 
sion of excitement every month in all your 
favorite Marvel mags! 
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